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Context
Around the turn of the century – known as the Early Medieval Period, Exeter was a wealthy city, possibly the sixth most prosperous in Britain with the tin trade as a primary driver of its economy.  
Following the Norman Conquest in 1066 when Harold was killed, the city became a centre of resistance, partly due to the presence of King Harold’s sister, Edith, who held the royal estate of Wonford. Their widowed mother, Gytha, took refuge in the town house of the Earls of Wessex although the earldom had ceased to exist on Harold’s death.
History of the reign
William of Normandy had initially claimed the throne on the death of Edward the Confessor  [5 January 1066] based on a promise Edward had made on a visit by William to England in 1051. Edward had no children and William was a distant cousin.
At that time, Harold had sworn an oath of support but he subsequently reneged on that and English law supported the deathbed designation by Edward that Harold should succeed him as King.
The Norman Conquest and the Siege of Exeter
Harold only reigned for nine months having been defeated and killed by William at the Battle of Hastings on the 14th October 1066 and William finally claimed the throne. He was crowned on Christmas Day of that year, but returned to Normandy shortly afterwards leaving two joint regents, Bishop Odo and William FitzOsbern to govern. But the conquest of England was not complete and William had to return to England to deal with continuing rebellions.
Exeter was still a stronghold of Anglo-Saxon resistance. Its citizens would not submit to his rule and they would not allow his forces into the city
However in 1068, now known as William the Conqueror, he marched a combined army of Normans and loyal Englishmen towards the city, believing its submission would allow him to gain control of the West Country.
The gates of the Roman walls were all closed, but with 500 horsemen, he camped outside the city, took hostages and undermined the East Gate with a tunnel, causing a partial wall collapse. After a siege lasting eighteen days, and the final collapse of the wall, the citizens negotiated with him and surrendered under generous terms.
William  immediately ordered the construction of a castle within the city walls to serve as a symbol of Norman power and to garrison his troops.


In that year of 1068, Rougemont Castle, also known as Exeter Castle took the form of a bank and ditch surrounding a small enclosure within the city’s Roman walls. It was built into the northern corner - between the North Gate and the East Gate of the city on a volcanic outcrop of red stone. The stone was also used in its construction and the name Rougemont [red hill] resulted.
William had created his friend Baldwin as Sheriff of Devon making him responsible for the building and the manning of the castle. 
The early Norman Gatehouse is one of few remaining features of the original Castle prominently visible from Castle Street today – photo 1 on the display.
It was built to defend the inner bailey – and a wooden bridge [photo 3] was subsequently added around the year 1100 to cross the ditch. This was later replaced by a stone bridge built around 1350 - photo 4.
The ditch is also still very much in view today, used by walkers and picnickers, in the gardens of Rougemont House alongside the rear entrance to Exeter Library - photo 2.
The gatehouse had a claim to be considered the first secular building in the city and is the oldest castle building still standing in Britain today. A mixture of Anglo-Saxon and Norman features suggests that Saxon masons were forced to build it. It was the first of its style to be copied by several other castles in the country.
Entrance was through an archway in the Gatehouse leading into the inner bailey of the castle. In the later medieval period the archway was blocked and a new, adjacent one became the main entrance. 
Its demise
In 1646 the castle ceased to be a formidable military fortress after its surrender during the English Civil War. In the 1770’s the original buildings within the castle walls were demolished to make way for a new Courthouse, built in the Palladian style. This marked a significant shift to the castle becoming a civic judicial centre which it continued to be until its replacement in 2004 when it moved to its current site in Southernhay in the city.

TODAY YOU CAN SEE SOME OTHER REMAINING STRUCTURES :

Athelstan’s Tower – originally part of the first Exeter castle built in the 10th century by King Athelstan [who was the first king of all England and Alfred the Great’s grandson]  The castle is said to have been destroyed by the Danes in 1003..
The custom of having a trumpeter play from the top of the tower for the Remembrance Day Service at the Exeter War Memorial each year has been discontinued..
King John’s Tower  - dates from the thirteenth century constructed on the north east side of the castle wall overlooking New North Road and was part of the continual work to keep the defences up to date.
An historic stone arch built into the Roman city walls - providing a popular pedestrian cut-through from Rougemont Gardens into Northernhay Gardens - has recently been reopened after undergoing safety repairs for loose masonry. 

SUMMARY
The existence of the ancient remains and grounds of Rougemont Castle in the city today creates a major tourist spot. It is a perfect example of the use of the red stone which is such a feature of the prestigious red earth at the foundation of Eastern Devon.
As we know it importantly forms an extensive layer of the Jurassic Coast, a UNESCO World Heritage site, running from Orcombe Point in Exmouth to Lyme Regis in Dorset.
The red colour comes from iron oxide, indicating that during the Triassic period, this area was a hot, dry desert I’m sure you join me in feeling very proud  to live in this part of the glorious county.
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