MARCO POLO AND THE SILK ROAD – 13th century

[bookmark: _GoBack]Context:
Marco Polo was born in Venice in 1254. He became famous for his travels along the Silk Road, documenting his epic journey to China and Central Asia in The Travels of Marco Polo, providing Europeans with their first detailed look at the East, its cultures, vast wealth, and the Mongol Empire under Kublai Khan, inspiring future explorers like Christopher Columbus.  
His Journey & Significance:
Having been inspired by the travels of his father and uncle, he set out on a journey with them in 1271 at the age of 17 travelling from Venice through the Middle East and Central Asia to China, visiting modern-day Israel, Turkey, Iran, Georgia, Armenia, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia, a journey of approximately 15,000 miles over a period of four years.
** PHOTO  - MAP and key showing various journeys including return
His journey followed parts of the ancient Silk Road - an ancient trade route from the 10th century which linked China with the West. It carried goods and ideas between the two great civilisations of Rome and China.
Silk went westward - wools, gold and silver went east along a series of well maintained roads - attracting travellers and merchants with its regular stations to be able to stop and take refreshment and rest among trees planted for shade and route marking.

Originating at Chang’an [modern Xi’an], the 4,000 miles road followed the Great Wall of China to the northwest, crossing Afghanisatan and continuing on to the Levant [the eastern shore of the Mediterranean] from where the merchandise was shipped.
The route became increasingly unsafe and untravelled but it was revived under the Mongols in the 13th century inspiring the travels of Marco Polo and his family.

Time in Asia: 
Kublai Khan had heard of the travels of the Polo family and in 1275 he sent his envoys to bring Marco to his summer retreat in Sangdu.[later to be romanticised as Xanadu by the English poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge in his famous poem Kublai Khan, published in 1816].

KK was the first non-Chinese emperor at a time of great political upheaval and Marco was effectively adopted by him as a son and received an extensive education. He served as a diplomat and administrator, becoming a trusted figure and confidant of the powerful Mongol ruler.
After 17 years, Marco and his father and uncle requested permission from Kublai Khan to return home to Venice, but he did not want them to leave.
Finally, he agreed for them to escort a Mongolian princess who was to be wed to a Persian Khan and they finally returned to Venice in 1295.- notwithstanding many attacks and shipwrecks.
The Book
But in 1296 Marco was arrested for commanding a Venetian galley in a war against Genoa and was imprisoned in a Genoiese prison for three years.
During the time he told tales of his travels to fellow prisoners and guards. One cellmate in particular, named Rustinchello da Pisa wrote them down, and on their release the manuscripts were translated into various languages and circulated widely.
.Legacy
· Marco Polo's book became one of the most influential travelogues, opening European eyes to the vast, sophisticated civilizations of Asia and confirming the Silk Road's legendary status.
·  It inspired future explorers like Christopher Columbus who used Polo’s book when exploring the New World.
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MARCO POLO’S TRAVELS

1259-1266 Marco Polo's father and uncle, Niccolo and Maffeo, leave Venice, travel
via Constantinople and Crimea, cross the steppe into Bukhara, then journey east to
Xanadu to meet Kublai Khan.

1266-1269 Niccolo and Maffeo Polo leave China, take a different southern route
through Persia to avoid instability in the Golden Horde.

1271-1275 Marco Polo, with his father Niccolo and uncle Maffeo, leaves Venice,
travels through Acre, Persia, and Central Asia, crossing the Pamirs and the Gobi
Desert, finally arriving in Canbaluc (Beijing ) to meet Kublai Khan.

¢.1280s Marco Polo travels extensively inland through China, reaching Bagan in the
Pagan Kingdom (present-day Myanmar).

¢.1280s Marco Polo journeys south along China's eastern coast, passing numerous
ports and trading cities reaching Zaiton (modern Quanzhou).
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<= .1280s Marco Polo journeys south along China's eastern coast, passing numerous
ports and trading cities reaching Zaiton (modern Quanzhou).

~ 1292-1295 The Polos escort Princess Kokochin to Persia by sea, passing Sumatra, Sri
Lanka, and Hormuz, and return to Venice after 24 years abroad. » o
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